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An Overview of the Semantic Analysis Method of Polysemous Verbs
from the Viewpoint of Cognitive Semantics
— Aiming to Elaborate the Semantic Description of Polysemous Verbs —

CUI Xiaowen

Abstract

In this study, in order to elaborate the semantic description of a polysemous verb, centering on four

problems of polysemous word semantic analysis, we surveyed methods that were used in the previous

researches and how they were applied. As a result, the following issues were clarified. 1) In the theoretical

framework of semantic analysis, there are mainly two approaches, “semantic extension model” and “common
bl 9

schema model”. It is desirable to use “semantic extension model” in order to elaborate a verb’s semantic

description. 2) The prototype meaning can be classified into two categories, i.e. “theoretical prototype” and

“psychological prototype”, and it is necessary to verify if they are consistent. 3) When identifying multiple

word meanings, the method combining related words and cases has the widest application scope. 4) Multiple

word meanings are related by metaphorical, metonymic and synecdochic connections, but it is necessary to

identify the semantic extension pattern of each word meaning. Based on the results above, the possibility of

the semantic analysis of polysemous verbs with the aim of elaborating their semantic descriptions is presented.

[Keywords] polysemous verb, theoretical framework, prototype, word meaning distinction, semantic extension pattern
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