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social conceptualization. It appears on the phenomenon of word generalization in early
childhood. In case of the autistic children, they are deficient in their social and emotional
factors. So, though they have their autogenetic concepts, they can’t reconstruct it into our
conceptual system. It is thought to be an important first step for them to establish the
object-relation as libido-object. Through its relation, their concepts gradually become
social and formative.

Independent Symposium III
CURRENT TRENDS IN DEVELOPMENTAL

PSYCHOLINGUISTICS
Organizer : Etsuko Hatano (Ochanomizu University)
Speakers : Shizuo Iwatate (Tokyo Metropolitan University)

Tohru Watamaki (Kyushu University)
Midori Tanaka (Ochanomizu University)

Discussant:  Jun Haga (Tsukuba University)

This symposium was to present and discuss current studies in developmental psycholin-
guistics in Japan.

The organizer first gave a review of the Japanese psychological studies in language
development and pointed out several problems for further research.

After illustrating his viewpoint affected by Chomsky’s, Iwatate discussed Chomsky’s
adequacies, the 4 generative grammars with reference to one Japanese boy’s utterances, and
concluded that his psycho-process grammar is the most adequate so far as the present
analysis is concerned. In the psycho-process grammar, the plural strata developing inde-
pendently are supposed, and the combination of the restrictions of each stratum determines
whether it is possible or not to generate a specific utterance.

Watamaki classified a speech into functional categories : naming, vocative, performa-
tive, descriptive, and so on. Illustrating the developmental process from one-word to com-
binational sentences, he found as follows: (1) Similar non-linguistic contexts and child’s
activities evoke speech with particular semantic function. (2) In the course of establishment
of speech habit and repetition of speech, the form of expression was evolved. He asserted
that this establishment of speech habit was and essential prerequisite for emergence of
combinational speech.

Tanaka dealt with the development of the simple-sentence structure in Japaness chil-
dren. The hypothesis was that the development could be described, other things being equal,
in terms of the sentence length (the number of phrases within a sentence) and the valence of
the predicate verb. This was verified by three experiments.

Haga commented on the recent increase of studies based on generative semantics or case
grammar and emphasized the importance of approach to language acquisition dealing with
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the field common to psychology and linguistics from a psychological viewpoint.
Some useful ideas from the participants followed the speeches. '
It is expected that this symposium would give further impetus to researches in Japanese.

Independent Symposium IV

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE
UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

Chairman : Norio Tsukuda (Kagawa University)
Symposists : Tadashi Hidano (Tokyo University)
Chitoshi Tatsuno (Tsukuba University)
Kazuo Hara (International Christian University)

Hidano : “Highschool-University Life and Entrance Examination”

Entrance examination system can be examined from the viewpoints of applicants, uni-
versities and highschools. He examined it mainly from the former two points.

Tatsuno : “On the methods of selecting applicants”

He explained the selecting methods of Tsukuba University, which selects applicants by
the examinations in the academic subjects and the recommendation of highschools. He
mentioned the aims and methods of the recommendatioon system, and also referred, as
educational psychological problems, to the validity and reliability of the system and the
applicants’ achievement after their entrance to university. Finally he referred to the “short
thesis” and the interview test and explained their aims, significance and objectivity.

Hara: “The principle and present situation of the selection of the applicants”

He referred to 1) the kinds of selecting methods and their background and 2) the stan-
dard of evaluating the selecting methods, and explained the entrance examination system of
International Christian University. He emphasized the necessity of the educatinal psycho-
logical approach to education in universities, while mentioning the problems raised by giving
the entrance examination.

After the reports of three symposists, the methods of selecting applicants became the
topic of a talk, and then three points 1) the recommendation system, 2) “Kyotsu-ichiji-test”
(the test on academic subjects given to all university applicants) 3) the relationship between
“Kyotsu-ichiji” and “Niji-test” (the test given by each university) were discussed :

1) The validity, reliability and objectivity of the recommendation system were discussed
and it was admitted that these points require further examination. 2) Merits and demerits
of “Kyotsu-ichiji” were examined, and it was suggested that they should be evaluated by the
follow-up study of the “No-ken” (the test of the academic subjects given by the Ministry of
Education) and the “Shin-teki” (the aptitude test of further education). 3) As a final
judgement on “Kyotsu-ichiji” had not been obtained, “Niji-test” was dealt with differently from
university to university. Therefore, its evaluation and the combination of the two tests
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