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@ Reseach Pursuits

Our center advances the research for the 21st century Center of
Excellence (COE)

program, “Human Development from Birth to Death” as the
leader of the center. We aim to integrate basic science research
with clinical experience. Our research focuses on both
neuroscience and cognitive development, and we strive to bring
our results into the clinics, as well as disseminate them through
education.

1.Studies were conducted on the development of communication
abilities in children raised in risk societies.
2.In order to elucidate how social and cultural factors affect safety
education for children, studies to illuminate the problems
surrounding risk management and safety education are being
developed. We are also working to develop a clinical program that
supports parenting in such an environment.
3.Studies were conducted in order to investigate how extended
exposure to television and video games affects children’s cognitive
development, especially with regards to their cognitive and

communicative abilities.
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@ Educational Pursuits

Undergraduate education: In the lecture-based classes of "Introduction
to Developmental Psychology" and “Humans and Information,” there is
a dual focus of training the students to understand the material, as well
as fostering critical and analytical thinking skills. In the 10 minutes
before the start of class, students are asked to listen to a song that
encapsulates the day’s lesson, as well as read over a summary of
comments and questions from fellow students regarding the previous
class, which are answered by Uchida. This was effective in

overcoming the often unidirectional nature of lecture-based classroom
education, and promoting a bidirectional flow in education by allowing
the students to take part in their own learning process.

Graduate school education: Extra attention was given to graduate
students just starting their research, as well as those finishing up their
dissertations. In order to advance the research for their master and
doctoral theses, one-on-one training was combined with seminars on
research methods and “lunch talks” on the techniques of giving effective

presentations.
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