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@ Reseach Pursuits @ Educational Pursuits

For these several years, I have investigated how children acquire I taught core curriculum English classes at the undergraduate level. I
quantificational expressions in my individual research and what supported students’ self-learning of English outside the classroom as
kind of self-learning support program is effective for the students well as teaching English classes that would improve students’basic

of Ochanomizu University in my joint research. reading and listening ability:

In my individual research of 2005, I examined when Basic English classes were designed to help students read plain English
Japanese-speaking children understood and produced sentences prose and comprehend English spoken at a somewhat slower speed.
including the determiner quantificational word zenbu-no (all), Intermediate English classes were designed to help students read and
which occurs in the subject position and indicates universal comprehend authentic short materials such as books, newspapers, TV
quantification on the basis of the findings obtained from a study programs and lectures.

utilizing a truth-value judgment task. Advanced English classes were designed to help students read and

It was found that the Japanese children past 3 years and 8 comprehend authentic long materials such as books, newspapers, TV

months (average age: 4 years and 6 months) understood zenbuno  programs and lectures
correctly. The result lends support to the acquisition process of
zenbu-no that is predicted based on the framework of the
Dynamic Theories of Language, developed in Kajita (1977, 1997,
2002, 2004), which assumes the non-instantaneous model of
language acquisition, or focuses on the process of language
learning and attempts to characterize the notion of “possible next
grammar’” on the basis of the properties of the present grammar.
In my joint research, in order to find effective ways to support
selfstudy for students at Ochanomizu University, we conducted a
comparative study of their progress in English under different
instruction methods: email vs. report form submission and return.
It was found that the effectiveness of both methods is confirmed.
As aresult of the questionnaire, the necessity of offering students
various self-learning materials suiting their levels and interests

was shown.
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