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@ Research Pursuits

Through this research, I aim to conduct gender analysis of government budgets in Japan. Gender budget
analysis (GBA) has been developed by feminist scholars and policy makers as a method of assessing gender
equity from government financial allocations. In 2006, more than sixty countries conducted GBA. However,
GBA has not yet been undertaken in Japan.

The main focus of this research is on the development of GBA methods in the Japanese context. First, GBA
undertaken in Korea and Taiwan will be reviewed using secondary data analysis with an aim to adapt GBA
frameworks and methods from Korea and Taiwan to a Japanese case study. Because these countries only
recently introduced GBA, this review will be useful in understanding issues regarding the introduction of GBA
to countries with less experience.

Secondly, GBA will be conducted using a collection of childcare policies provided by the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare. The Japanese Government considers childcare a high priority, as it is vital for
maintaining work/life balance and improving the birth rate. Budget trends and allocations for childcare
initiatives are analysed based on Ministerial data and publications.

Finally, strengths and limitations of GBA in Japan are considered to establish common frameworks and
methods that could be applied to Korea and Japan.
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