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@ Research Pursuits @ Educational Pursuits

In a collaborative research project funded by Core English classes at Ochanomizu University aim
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, we continued to to develop students’ skills in communicating in
investigate ways of supporting students’ self-study of English by developing both English skills, and
English and how to create an environment which logical and critical thinking skills. Therefore, in
encourages students to study English in their free Basic English and Intermediate English classes,
time, using media they have easy access to and focus was on improving skills in comprehending
materials that suit their interests and proficiency expository reading and listening materials. Students
levels. In the spring semester of 2006, we asked were taught the logical organization of English
students in six English classes to study self-chosen paragraphs and essays and how they differ from
reading and listening materials. We found that those in Japanese. They were trained to grasp the
students studied more and were more satisfied than main points of expository essays and lectures and to
students in classes in 2005, who were given less understand how these main points are supported.
autonomy in their choice of study materials. Students were also given various assignments
However, the scores of listening tests did not improve (transcription, reading report, etc.) to improve their
as much as they did in 2005. It seemed that though English skills.

students’ motivation and satisfaction improve when In English Grammar, focus was on teaching
they are given more autonomy, choosing appropriate basic concepts and principles in scientific analysis of
materials for one’s proficiency level may be difficult. the grammar of English and improving skills in
Based on these results, in the fall semester of 2006, reading expository writing accurately. In Contrastive
we installed Moodle, course management software, Expository Writing I, argumentative essay writing
to promote student-teacher interaction and was taught.

student-student interaction so students could be
given advice and suggestions from the teacher and
their friends on choice of self-study materials, and
we are studying the effects of this method.
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