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(1)This year The Global COE Program has started
its first stages of research for the Global COE
Program “Science of Human Development for
Restructuring the ‘Gap-Widening Society’ 1
started the cross-cultural studies about the
relationship between literacy acquisition and
cognitive development among Japan, Korea,
Vietnam and China.

(2)Experimental studies examining the development
of communicative abilities of children raised in
risk societies were conducted.

(3)Programs promoting safety education and ideal
parenting skills were designed and implemented
in order to elucidate how social and cultural
factors affect safety education for children
and illuminate the problems surrounding
risk management and safety education.,and
the results of the project was written up and
reported.

International Cooperation:
I proposed “Ochanomizu University Model for
Young Children’ s Education in developing
countries, and applied the Model to
International cooperation of the Middle-West
countries of Africa.
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Undergraduate education:

In the lecture-based classes of “Introduction to
Developmental Psychology” and “Humans and
Information,” there is a dual focus of training the
students to understand the material, as well as
fostering critical and analytical thinking skills.
Lectures are scheduled to end 3 minutes, students
are asked to record their comments, thoughts,
and questions regarding the day’ s lecture on
a sheet of B6-size paper. This was effective in
overcoming the often unidirectional nature of
lecture-based classroom education, and promoting
a bidirectional flow in education by allowing
the students to take part in their own learning
process.

Graduate school education:
Extra attention was given to graduate students
just starting their research, as well as those
finishing up their dissertations. In order to
advance the graduate students’ research for
their masters (including 1 principal investigators
and 7 secondary investigators) and doctoral

(18 students) theses, one-on-one training was
combined with seminars on research methods and
“lunch talks” on the techniques of giving effective
presentations. A total of 4 principal investigators
and 3 secondary investigators earned their
degrees.
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