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Parallel to my my activities within the Center of
Japanese Comparative Studies, I have concentrated
my research on the history of the studies relative to
Japanese Art in Europe. By situating in particular
the discover of Japanese art in France within the
different contexts and cultural circumstances having
influenced their appreciation and analyze (orientalist
tradition, Japonism, methods comparatists,
encylopedic approach, apparition of the first
extreme-oriental art museums), I insisted on the
role of Gaston Migeon, First Curator of Japanese Art
collection at Louvre Museum.

Besides, in continuation with my research on
the &Ocirc;toku nehan zu, masterpiece of the
Heian Period preserved at the Reih&ocirc;kan
Museum (Mount K&ocirc;ya), I tried to develop my
interpretation intending to show how this Buddhist
Painting could have been connected with the
Onmy&ocirc;-d&ocirc; and astrological beliefs.
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Devoted to the presentation of the history of
Japanese Studies Overseas my teaching intend to
introduce and analyze the birth and the development
of Japanese Art history over the world, specially in
Europe and America.

During the previous years, our courses focalized
on the study of the Book [In Japan. Pilgrimages to
the Shrines of Art] published in Paris in 1908. His
author, Gaston Migeon (1861-1930), Curator in
the Department of Decorative Arts of the Louvre
Museum, was the first to introduce in 1893, Far
Eastern Art collections within this prestigious
institution. By describing in detail, with a critical
approach many historical places like museums,
gardens and temples, this book almost unknown in
Japan allows us to examine how, just one hundred
years ago, Western people, in particular in Europe,
considered and interpreted Japanese culture.
Finally, in order to stress the originality of this book,
we have also studied important works written by
pioneers in the field of Japanese Art History, as
Louis Gonse or William Anderson.
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