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During the academic year of 2008, I conducted
field researches in Marshall Islands and Ishigaki of
Yaeyama Islands with three JSPS grants, one MEXT
grant and one Japanese Ministry of Environment
grant. Research topics under the grants were
as follows: (1) Archaeological and Historico-
anthropological Studies on Oceanic Atoll Landscape
Formations, (2) Landscape History of Coral Reefs-
Human Symbiosis, (3)Construction of Locally-
sensitive Gender and Development Studies, (4)
Anthropological Studies on Transnationalism and
Street-phenomena, and (5)Research on Sustainable
Land and Water Resource Management in Atoll
Island Countries. I was also appointed as the
affiliated/visiting researcher of the following
institutions: Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
ILCAA, JETRO IDC, National Museum of Ethnology,
and Seijo Univerisity Institute of Folklore Studies.
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For the academic year of 2008, I gave the
lectures, seminars, directed-reading courses for
both undergraduate and graduate programs at
Ochanomizu University. List of the courses I offered
were as follows: Cultural Anthropology, Culture and
Environment, Introduction to Cultural Anthropology,
Seminars on Cultural Anthropology, Introduction to
Educational Sciences, Gender and Culture, Special
Studies on Gender and Culture, Comparative Studies
in Gender and Culture. As a visiting professor
of the University of the Air, I was in charge of
an introductory TV lecture series of cultural
anthropology which has been on the air since April,
2007. I also gave undergraduate-level lecture series
on different topics of cultural anthropology for the
universities of Keio, Seijo, Sacred Heart, and Wayo.
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