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A) Researches on the genesis and the development of
the Japanese art history in West

While continuing to present the thought, the stages
and the objectives which conducted Gaston Migeon,
to introduce for the first time in 1893 the collections
of Japanese art at the Mus&eacute;e du Louvre, I
continued, through the analysis of numerous articles
of newspapers and catalogs of exhibitions published
during the last decades of the 19th century and
the beginning of the 20th century, to deal with the
question of the reception of the Japanese art in
Europe and in United States.

B) Researches on Japanese Buddhist art and
Iconography

In continuation with my research on the Otoku
nehan zu, masterpiece of the Heian Period preserved
at the Reihokan Museum (Mount Koya), I also
continued to study from a comparative point of view,
the history of researches conducted in Europe and
in United States about Japanese Buddhist art and
iconography. As a member of a project directed by
Professor Izumi Takeo (Rebirth in Tusita Heaven-
Forms and Thoughts;JSPS Grants-in-Aid for Scientific
Research Project) I began to examine the history
of the regards and the studies developed in western
countries on Miroku Bosatsu and Tosotsuten
believes and I have been also trying to compare the
thought and the iconography of Tosotsuten with the
representations of the Purgatory in the western art.
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/" Educational Pursuits

Course: From the presentation of a very topical case, the
“ House of Kiso” (Prefecture of Nagano ), which reached
Paris in 1999, we have been tackling the question of
the reception of the Japanese traditional architecture
and Design in France. At present temporarily kept in
the Mus&eacute;e de I' Homme (Paris) , this House
having belonged to Tami Hatanaka, weaver of hemp, was
pulled down and transported from Kiso to Paris on the
initiative of the association “The House of Kiso” , founded
by the ethnologist Jane Cobbi. From the translation of
papers dedicated to this house published in 2009 in the
French newspaper Le Monde as well as other additional
documents we have dealt with the problems involving
the preservation, the exhibition and the diffusion of the
architecture and the Japanese design within the western
museums.

Seminar: Dedicated to the History of the first western
collections of Japanese art, our seminar aimed to present
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the thought of Ernest Fenollosa. From the papers edited
in english language in the book recently published on the
occasion of the Centenary of its death (Ernest Francisco
Fenollosa: Published Writings in English in 3 volumes
Introduced by Seiichi Yamaguchi, Series: Collected
Works of Japanologists Ed.Synapse, 2009) we tried to
analyze in an historical and comparative perspective, the
conceptions of Fenollosa towards the artistic heritage.
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