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Dr. Hogetsu does research on hygiene education, school
dentistry, and everyday healthcare practices in modern
Japan. Her current project aims to explore why and how
mastication became the focus of oral care in the school
hygiene system in prewar and wartime Japan. For modern
readers, mastication seems to have little relation to school
hygiene; however, she tries to show how mastication
forms an integral aspect of historical examination of the
relation between schoolchildren and society in wartime
Japan. She is also interested in medicalization of the
mouth and the inter-professional structure of dental
practices in twentieth-century Japan. Medicine in the
twentieth century is characterized by an increase in the
number of types of health worker. Consequently, there
have been increasing opportunities for clients to be
drawn into the discipline of the body and the practice of
health by health workers who are not “doctors.” She aims
to ascertain how inter-professional relationships have
been changing in the socio-cultural contexts, and how
those dynamics have led to important consequences for
the condition of the mouth which has come to occupy a
unique place in the intersection of our everyday life and

the world of professions.
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