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Greeting
The Fourth Symposium on Global Perspectives in Japanese Studies

HONDA, Masuko,
President of Ochanomizu University

I am very glad that this Fourth Symposium on Global Perspectives in Japanese Studies became an
opportunity for us to meet others in the field of Japanese studies from beyond our borders, and that it has
offered numerous fruitful results.

Now, I would like for us to ask again what is the purpose of a "global perspective in Japanese studies."
Is it to advance global joint efforts by getting researchers in Japanese Studies from abroad to congregate?
Or is it to transmit widely the accumulation of our studies out to the international horizon? Or maybe, we
should have the intention of creating new forms of Japanese studies that are different from conventional
ones by taking on a global perspective. The word "global" has become such an old cliché, and we cannot
deny that it is lacking somewhat in a clear definition.

"Global" and "Interdisciplinary”" have become norms for current researchers and these words do not
deserve special attention in this age. That is especially why it is necessary for us to rethink the word and
the concept of this prefix, "global." In terms of this, we may be able to say that this year's symposium,
which had the theme of "Encountering Japanese Studies Abroad," made a further step towards forming a
definition by specifically highlighting the words "Global Perspective."

In any event, I wish, and I believe that the symposium has and will lead to advances, and a deepening
of our efforts and ties, every time we hold it. Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation
for the people who prepared the symposium, the participating researchers, and the people who put the
reports together. Thank you very much.
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