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Welcoming Remarks

HIRANO, Yukiko
Dean of the Graduate School

Global Perspectives in Japanese Studies:
Present and Future Possibilities

This year’s symposium was the fifth in the series of symposia on Global Perspectives in Japanese
Studies, which has become a customary event held in the month of July each year. Former students of
Ochanomizu University, from countries as diverse as China, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Italy and Brazil,
revisited the University and participated in the workshops, exchanging views with researchers from
Germany, Turkey, the U.K., the Czech Republic, Yugoslavia, the U.S., Australia and Canada. Their
interchanges and opinions provided great stimulus to our thinking.

Through the four symposia reports published till date, we have managed to reach a wide range of readers.
And this time it was a great pleasure for us to be able to respond to one of our readers who wanted to give
a lecture himself during this Symposium. It was the open lecture given by Dr. Sukehiro Hirakawa, an
expert on comparative literature, about Masanao Nakamura. Masanao Nakamura was an enlightenment
thinker during the Meiji era, when Japan’s modernization started. He is famous as the translator of Samuel
Smiles’ "Self Help", and was also the first president of our university.

The enthusiasm of the audience during the open lecture and Session 3 "Teaism as a Means of
Comparative Approach to Japanese Culture" was unforgettable. A lively exchange of opinions also
occurred during Session 1, which focused on traveling to Manchuria before the war and Session 2 on
Japanese Language education. Dr. Yiping Xu, who was unable to participate in the symposium due to the
outbreak of SARS, later gave a special lecture in late Fall.

This symposium, sponsored by the School of Japanese Studies from a Global Perspective and the
School of Comparative Study of Societies and Cultures, achieved excellent results by providing a meeting
place for a variety of academic domains, young researchers and experts, and people from academia and
general society. I would like to express my deep appreciation to the participating researchers and the audience.
Also, T would like to express my deep gratitude to the professors, assistants, and the students of the two
sponsoring schools who worked together to make this symposium successful.



